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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^ It will not, we hope, be deemed arro- 
gant, to notify the reader, that in the 
following discussion, there is a prospect 
of some degree of originahty ; for the 
author has drawn his arguments, not 
from the words of men, but from the 
Words of God. He has consulted hu- 
man authorities only for ol^ections. . To 
the Bible alone is he indebted for all the 
replies to objections, and for almost every 
proof.-/ 

The writer is so little versed in the 
systems of professed theologians, that he 
cannot be suspected of undue bias in fa- 
vour of any hypolhesis. It is proper to 
notice further, that he has no interest hi 
disseminating one set of tenets in prefer- 
ence to another — that he is not of the 
clerical profession — and is not enlisted 
under any party, in church, in state, in 
literature, or in philosophy. 

We have assumed, in this investiga- 
tion, that the Scriptures, are true i^i^e 
letter— in other words, th8l;the B^le^is 
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to be interpreted according to the most 
obvious meaning of the expresf^ions. 

The vivacity of poetical diction, the 
pathos, the persuasive manner of the 
pulpit, are not to be expected in those 
compositions whose chief object is the 
discovery of trulh. Clearness of expres- 
sion — a natural and luminous arrange- 
ment — a degree of animaticm, sufficient 
to enliven the attention of those who 
read with candour — we shall be happy 
to have attained. 

September^ 1831. 
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ARGUMENT I. 

THE OAIH OF JEHOVAH. 

1. Look unto me, and be ye saved^ all the ends 
§f the earth ^ for I am God^ and there is none else. 
I have sworn by myself the word is gone out of 
my mouth in righteousness^ and shall not return^ 
that unto me every knee shall bow^ every tong^ie 
shall swear ; surely shall say^ in t/te Lord have I 
righteousness and strength; even to him shall 
come ; and all that are incensed against him shall 
be ashamed. Isaiah xlv, 22 — 24. 

2. That in the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow 9 of things in heaven^ and things in earthy and 
things under the earth ; And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord^ to the glo- 
ry of God the Father. Philip. ii.lO, 11. 



^ 



ALYATioif, unbounded salvation^ is the glorious 
theme that is here proclaimed ; confirmed with 
an oath by the God of truth, the Fountain of 
love, the Father of the world. << Hath he said 
it, and shall he not do it f or hath he spoken 
it, and shall he not bring it to pass V^ «< By ev- 
ery word that proceedeth out of the nrauth of 
God doth man live.'' 

It is our first object to show, that the transla* 
tion here given of the text is accurate. We 
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omit the words owe, and men^ added by our trans- 
lators, in the 24th verse of the passage from 
Isaiah ; as tending only to enfeeble and pervert. 
The true import of the second part of the text, 
is greatly perverted in our £nglish version, by a 
wrong translation. For in this version, the 
Greek phrase, en to onomati^ instead of in the 
name^ is rendered at the name. The same Greek 
plirase occurs in John v. 43f x. 25. Acts xiii. 6.. 
ix. 27. xvi. 18. Colos. iii. 17. Rom. vi. 11, 
In all these passage!^, our translators have ren- 
dered it correctly — in the name. By what au- 
thority then, in one particular instance, did they 
pi^sume to depart from all analogy ? If this 
translation is correct, the apostolic injunction is 
to be understood thus : " Whatsoever ye do, in 
word or deed^ do all at the name of the Lord 
Jesus." 

I. The first and second Farts of our Text form 
hut one Prophecy. 

This will be made evident by the following 
reasons. 

For it is written, says Paul, every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue shall confess to God. As 
these words had been no where recorded, but in 
the prediction which forms the first part of the 
text, they are evidently but a repetition of that 
predictiorw Now, the expressions in the secowd 
pm'X 9^i^l^9if^^^9 clearly show it to be only a rep- 
etftiGj^p^he prediction which we have just quo- 
ted |Rw;Paul,; and of the prophecy to wliicb that 
preiictioV refers. It follows, that the two parts 
of the texticonstitute but one prophecy. 

II. In the JVlame of Jesus 9 every Knee shall hqw^ 
and every Tongue shall confess that Jesvs Christ 
is Lord, to the gtdry of 6lod the Father-^and every 
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Tongue surely shall .soy, m the Lord hare I RighU 
eousvess and Strength^ without a single exctption. 
For it is written, every knee shall Imw, and 
every tongue shall confess. This i assage is 
commonly referred to what is called the general 
judgment. To whatever period or periods it re- 
fers, the words which introduce it, (♦ why dost 
thou judge thy brother ?') and the infei*ence 
drawn, (* so then every one shall give an account 
for himself,') clearly evince (and, indeed, it is 
generally acknowledged) that no one is excepted. 
Since, then, there are no exceptions in this part 
of the general confession, or in the account which 
every one is to give of himself ; there Is the highest 
probability, by parity of reasoning, that no one 
is excepted in the other part of the general con- 
fession, foretold in the same prophecy. But to 
put this matter beyond the reach of controversy, 
we shall proceed to ascertain the meaning in 
which the words ercery and alU when applied to 
mankind, are to be understood in the New Testa- 
ment. 

Omitting those passages wiiicli may be explain- 
ed in favour of the salvation of the whole human 
race, we have deduced the following 

Rule. 

Whenever the term aUf or ercery^ is applied to 
mankind, in any part of the New Testament, 
where a doctrine or a duty, of any degree «f rel- 
ative-importance is inculcated, this term is al- 
ways to be understood in its natural, unlimited 
sense : unless it is evident to every intelligent 
reader, that only a part is included. 

The following passage^ if an exception to the 
rule, is the only exception that we can discover. 

< A manifestation of the Spirit is given to ev- 
ery -ffiian to profit withaK' But the Scriptures no 
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where assert that such a manifestation is not ex- 
tende# to every man, without exception. Of 
course, it cannot be proved, that any exceptions 
take place. Because, first : a supposed want of 
experience will not prove it. For God speaketh 
once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. Job 
xxxiii. 14. Samuel knew not the voice of the 
Lord. Lo he goeth by me, and I see him not: he 
passeth on, also, but I perceive him not. Job ix. 
11. Secondly : a manifestation of the Spirit is 
not inconsistent with a bad life, for Baktam * lov- 
ed the >^a.e;es of unri.e;hteousness.' * Is Saul also 
among the prophets ?' If, therefore, the passage 
in question does not confirm, neither can it be 
proved to invalidate the rule. 

This rule may therefore be pronounced univer- 
sal. 

We would now ask the reader, whether he 
knows how the words aU^ and every 9 are to be un- 
derstood in the following passages : 

In Adam all die. 1. Cor. xv. 22. For the 
Son of man shall come in the glory of his Fath- 
er, with his angels ; and then he sliall reward ev- 
ery man according to his works. Matt. xvi. 27. 
For all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God. Rom. lii. 23. 

Are you at no loss ? Then you have a key to 
the same words in many other passages ; a spe- 
cimen of which we shall now produce. 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ, shall 
all be made alive. 1. Cor. xv. 22. For the love 
of Christ constraincth us ; because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead. 
And he died for all, that they who live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who 
died for them and rose again. 2. Cor. v. 14, 15. 
For there is one God^ and one Mediator between 
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God and men^ the man Christ Jesus ; who gave 
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time. 1. Tim. ii. 696. But we see Jesus^ who 
was made a little lower than the angels^ for the 
sufferin,^ of death* crowned with glory and hon- 
our : that he by the grace of God should taste 
death for every man. Heb. ii. 9. In the name of 
Jesusy every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father : and tlierefore, every 
tongue surely sliall say, in the Lord have I riglit- 
eoMsness, and strengtlu 

Should any one still c6ntend9 in opposition to 
the analogy of the whole New Testament^ that 
these comprehensive words, are not to be under- 
stood in t!ieir proper sense, in the second class of 
texts just quoted ; we shall turn him over for 
correction to the apostle Paul ;* who is certainly 
the best commentator upon his own writings. 
His words are these. — Thou hast put all things 
under his feet. For in that he put all in subjec- 
tion under him, he left nothing that is not put un« 
der him. But now we see not yet all things put 
under him. Heb. ii. 8. 

in. This universal Subjection and Confession, 
includes Salvation no less universal. 

« 

1. ^ All who are incensed against him shall be 
ashamed/ in perfect harmony with a state of 
contrition and grace. 

For says the prophet, When thy sister, [the 
sisters of Jerusalem] Sodom and her daughters, 
shall return to their former estate, and Samaria 
and her daughters shall return to their former es- 
tate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to 
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your former estate.* And I will establish my 
covenant with thee, and thou shalt know that I 
an) the Lord : That thou raayest remember and 
be confounded* an<l never open thy mouth any 
more because of thy shame, when I am pacified 
towards thee, saith the Lord God, Ezek. xvi. 
55,62.63. God cannot hQ said to be pacified to- 
wards those who have not jvsavinj^ peace in them- 
selves ; for he is said to be angry with the wick- 
ed every day. 

2. The subjection, here mentioned, is a state of 
sincere, and saving obedience. 

* Thou hast put all things in subjection under 
his feet. But now we see not all things put un- 
der him.' The original word signifies that sub- 
jection which the tilings had in the beginning, 
when they were created. 

S. In the name of Jesus, every tongue shall 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord ; surely shall 
say, in the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength. 

Since it has now been fully established, that 
every tongue will confess, without discrimina- 
tion ; the legitimate inference is this : that unless 
some of these confessions, be not only void of 
faith, but absolute falsehoods, and not only false- 
hoods, but falsehoods authorized by the God of 
truth ; universal salvation is inevitable. For all 
this is to be done in the name^ that is, by the pow- 
er and authority of the Lord Jesus ; this is the 
true import of the expression ; as any one may 
satisfy himself by comparison. These confes- 



♦ We begjeave to remind the reader, that Sodom whose resto- 
ration is here foretold^ was utterly destroyed — not a single indi- 
vidual f scaped. For the same day that Lot went out or Sodom, 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 
Luke zvi . 29. 
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sions are therefore by the authority of our Lord ; 
by the power of him who has declared by his 
apostles, that whatsoever is not of faith, is sin. 
< The Son can do nothing but what he seeth the 
Father do.' Is the Son of God, is God himself, 
the author of sin and falsehood ? Does he tempt 
the wicked to sin ? Let no man say, when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God ; for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man. James i. 13. 

4. Every tongue shall confess, to the glory of 
God the Father. • 

It seems to have been objected, by many, who 
admit that not a single individual is excluded 
from this confession, that, with respect to some, 
it will be a fcUse confession, serving as a prelude 
to their torments in hell. But we shall soon ren- 
der it evident; by new arguments, that all these 
professions are declarations of the truth. 

First. We find it no where asserted in the 
Scriptures, that God is glorified by feigned sub- 
mission, false oaths, or by the prostitution of con- 
secrated expressions. For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God. Rom. iii. 23. 
And they repented not to give him glory. Rev. 
xvi. 9. O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn 
my glory into shame ? how long will ye seek af- 
ter lies ? Psalm iv. 2. Will you speak wickedly 
for God, and talk deceitfully for him ? Job xiii.7. 

Manv of those who contend, that the false pro- 
fessions of the wicked, are to the glory of God, 
have therefore supposed, that he is glorified in 
their sufferings ; that these falsehoods, by aggra- 
vating the pangs of hell, will bring a new acces- 
sion to the glory of God, To refute thi^ hypoth- 
esis, we shall proceed to give a scriptural definir 
tion of the divine glory. 
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Secondly. The glory of God, consists only io 
liis personal glory, and in his love, as immediate- 
ly displayed in his creatures. 

Throughout the whole Scriptures, whenever the 
cxpi*es8ion, the glory of God^ or the glory of the 
Lordf occurs, there is no evidence, that it includes 
any thing more, than the glory which God has in 
himself — and his goodness, as directly manifested 
in his works : an irresistible argument is thus de- 
rived, from a most extensive comparison, to prove 
tl^t the glory of Jehovah is limited to this alone. 

And Moses said, I beseech thee, show me thy 
glory. And he [Jehovah] said, I will make all 
Iny goodness pass oefore thee, and I will proclaim 
the name of the Lord before thee ; and I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And 
he said, thou canst not see my face ; for there 
shall no man see me, and live. Ex. xxxiii. 18-SO. 

This may be called Jehovah's own definition of 
his own glory. 

And I will be gracious to whom I will be gra- 
cious, &c. As if the Almighty had said thus : 
< You must know, that the streams of my good- 
ness are glorious, not merely because they flow 
into the cup of hui)ian bliss $ but because, having 
their source in mi willf even in the Fountain of 
/ore, they are tjfkens of my tender affection. 
For • God is loVe.'* Believing, therefore, that 
the Most High <Jfoth his will in the heavens above, 
and in tb& earth beneath, and that ndne can 
stay (or knowing him, would wish to stay) his 
hand, or say unto him, ♦ What doest thou ?* you 
have every motive for gratitude and resignation. 

There Js no authority for asserting, that it itf 
here implied, that he is a God * by no means 
clearing the guilty,' and for affirming, conse- 



vf 
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^uentljy that his glory also consists immediately in 
tills. For if this is impliedy why was it not express- 
ed ? Why was it omitted at this time, when Mo- 
ses stood by the tabernacle, where, at his request, 
the glory of the Lord was revealed ; and yet 
(Ex. xxxiv. 4 — 7.) expressed on the mount ? 
The reason is the folhiwing : Moses ascended 
the mounty not principally to behold the glory of 
the Lord, but to receive the law — a dispensation, 
not of unmingled grace and mercy, but of good 
and evil, rewards and punishments, life and 
death. Nor is there any foundation for conclu- 
ding, that Paul, quoting the words, • I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have compassion,^ 
infers from these expressions, that * whom he will 
he hardeneth.' For Paul does not draw this in- 
ference from these declarations ; but from the 
dealings of God with Pharaoh. But we shall 
take the liberty of quoting the passage. 

<< Rom. ix. 13. As it is written, Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have I hated."^ 

14. What shall we say, then ? Is there un- 
righteousness with God ? God forbid. 

15. For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy^ and I will have com- 
passion on whom I will have compassicm. 

16. So then, it is not of*him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mer- 
cy. 

17. For the Scripture saifh unto Pharaoh, even 
for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that 
I might shew my power in thee, and that my 
name might be declared throughout all the earth. 



* Nothing more is here implied, than a real or a seemiog pref- 
erence. 

2 
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18. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he wifl 
ha\e mercy, and whom he will he hardenetb." 

It is the object of this passa.8^e of Scripture, to 
evince, that since God is merciful and just, he is 
not unrighteous. From the proclamation to Mo- 
ses, the apostle Paul does not conclude that Grod 
is just, but that he is merciful. The conjunction 
J0T9 which introduces the 17th verse, refers to the 
reply made to the question. Is there unright- 
eousness with God ? The 1 8th vei*seis a conclusion 
drawn from all the preceding. The inference, 
atul whom he will he hardeneth^ is derived, not 
from the declaration to Moses, but from the hap- - 
dening of Pharaoh. 

The glory of God does not consist immediatehf '* 
in the exhibition of his justice. He is indeed J 
glorified, eventtmlly^ by the display of this attri- 
bute ; in other words, he is glorified by his jus- 
tice, when it has produced the conversion, and-^ 
the happiness of the transgressor. When this- 
is accomplished, all the demands of justice are 
satisfied. In tliis view, and in this only, is the 
divine justice projierly termed glorious. It is 
glorious in what may be termed a transitive senstf 
or in relation to that mercy, of which it renders 
the criminal a fit subject. Strictly speaking, 
therefore, Jehovah is not glorified in his justice, 
but by bis justice. 

*« And I will proclaim the name of the Lord, I 
will praise thy name, O Lord ; for it is goody 
Psalm liv. 6. We shall readily discover the be- 
nignity included in the name of the Lord, when 
thus proclaimed to Moses, by considering what 
works Jehovah is said to perform for his name's 
sake. That none of these are punishments, but 
all of them are loving kindnesses, the folWwing 
extracts amply evince. 
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* I write unto you, little childi-en, because your 
sins are forgiven you for his name's S4ke. 1 John, 
ii. 13. Because that for his name's sake they 
went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. 3 
John, 7. For my name's sake will I defer mine 
angf'r, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, 
that I cut thee not off. Isa. xlv iii. 9. For thy 
name's sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for 
it is great. Psalm xxiv. 11.*' 

As a striking confirmation of this doctrine of 
"the divine glory, we subjoin a few vet*ses from St. 
John. 

« And now, O Father, ^torify thou roe with thine 
own self, with the glory which I had with thee, 
before the world was.* Observe the nature of 
this request ; — glorify thou me with thine own 
«df. — < Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name, those whom thou liast given me, that they 
may be one, as we. Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word : That they may all be 
one, as thou. Father, art in me^ and I in thee ; 
that they also may be one in us ; that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. ' This unity 
between the Father, the Son, and the saints, is a 
unity of love ; for, says Jesus Christ, * by this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love 
one another. — And the glory wliich thou gavest 
me, I have given them : that they may be one, 
even as we are one.' That is, < tliy love for me. 



* M. Duponceau, treating on comprehensive forms of lan- 
guage, is in raptures with one word, as concentrating the essence 
of the amiable. It is this : wulamalessohalian — thou who 
makest me happy. What an acquisiton ate suc.> terms to ttie 

f^ortand the orator! lu this harmoiiious word, are knit together, 
ike the soul of Jonathan to the soul of David, at once the agent, 
the object, and the delightful seotimeat Can the name of Che 
Lord be less amiable ! 
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I have imparted to them, that they may love one 
another.' In other terms this glory is love. — 
< I in them, and thou in me, that they may bemade 
perfect in one, and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou 
hast loved me.' Here is an additional proof, that 
that love is the essence of this unity •-*< Father, 
I will that they also whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am : that they may behold 
my glory which thou hast given me : for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world.' 
This passage affords further evidence, that the 
glory conferred on the Son, was the love of his 
Father. — See John xvii. 

From the Scriptures last quoted, it is evident, 
that the reriprora! unity between the Father, the 
Son, and the children of God, is a unity of love. 
It is also manifest, that the glory of the Son is 
love, the glory of the saints is love ; and that 
this glory is the Father's own self. God is 
love. 

Thirdly. God is not glorified in the miseries 

of 11611.=* 

To affirm that God is glorified in the pains of 
hell, is evidently the same, as to affirm that he is 
glorified in his justice. But this last assertion, 
we have already pronounced to be false. That 
he is glorified by the miseries of the condemned, 
may be admitted, on condition that they are in- 
struments for effecting the happiness of those 
who endure them. But without this condition, 
we deny that God can be glorified by such afflic- 
tions. We are now to prove from the Scriptures, 
that God cannot be glorified in the miseries of the 
condemned, on any condition whatever. 

* We ha? e not andertaken to define bell. 
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If Grod is glorified in the miseries of the con- 
demned, how does it happen, that the Psalms of 
David, which illustrate all the modes of divine 
praise, nowhere afford expressions like thefol* 
lowing ? — ♦ Praise him for his wrath — Praise him 
for his fierce anger, yea, for hts fury — And for- 
get not all his hatred to the children of men- 
Sing to the praise of his revengeful justice— 
Break forth in songs, ye daughters of Zion, ye 
tender hearted virgins ; fur great is the glory of 
eternal damnation.'* 

What ! is the g^ory of God unworthy of praise f 
Can God be glorified in what affords him no 
pleasure! Has he prohibited his children, those 
who are < in him'* and he * in them', and who are 
^ one spirit with him', from participating his ob* 
Tious delights ! And is he not to be praised for 
all the objects of our holy joys ! — * Thou art wor- 
thy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power; for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are, and were created.* Rev. 
iy. It. All mankind were consetpiently created 
for the pleasure and glory of God. — It is indeed 
said in the Psalms, < Give thanks to him who 
smo^e Egypt in her first-born' : but why ? (take 
notice) * for his mercy' (not his wrath) • endur- 
eth forever.' * His anger is but for a moment'.!*— *- 
Consult Psalm cxxxvi. — The justice of God 
wounds and kills, only that his mercy may heal 
and make alive : so that wherever the divine jus- 



* What the Scriptures term the wrath of Go'), isthe extremity of 

faternal, not of diabolical punishmeot. The illastrions Dr. 
Vice thinks he has discoTered, that ^ tho«|(h God loves the |?ood, 
he most hate the wicked.* ' Sin|p to the praise or his reveo^efol 
justice*. The wonls of Calvin are, ' To the praise of his vincUc» 
^« justice.* The author has only put them into plain JEngliib» 
For vkuUctioe certaialy meaas rwcngefult 

2* 
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tice is exerted, it is glorious, and worthy of praise, 
not in itself, but for the sake of that mercy in 
which it always terminates. 

If God is glorified in the torments of hell, it is 
unaccountable, that St. Paul, speaking of that 
day, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven, when he shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, did not inform us, that he should also be 
glorified in the wicked. On the contrary, to the 
wicked, he denounces, at the same period, banish- 
ment < from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.* How can God be glo- 
rified in those who are excluded from the glory 
of his power ? From the glory which is confined 
to Jehovah's person, we are all equally banished. 
Where, then, can this glory of his power exist, 
but in his creatures f and how can he be glorified 
in those creatures, in whom the glory of his pow- 
er has no place ? There is not a particle of evi- 
dence, that what is here cMeU the glory of his 
poweVf is an expression consecrated to any par- 
ticular species, or degree of visible glory : if you 
assume this, you consequently substitute ground- 
less conjecture, for solid argument. 

< Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. And if God be glorified in him, 
God shall glorify 'him in himself, and shall 
straightway glorify him.' John xiii. 31. 33. By 
the name mode of reasoning, if God be glorified 
in the condemned, then will he also glorify them, 
and straightway glorify them. Of course, they 
will be immediately delivered from the chains of 
darkness, into the glorious liberty of the children 
of Gk)d. 'Tis in vain to object, by saying, ♦ they 
are men — in them is illustrated only the glory of 
God's vindictive justiceJ For is not the Son of 
man also man i And as to any particular species 
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of glory, or glorificatioiiy exclusively of others^ 
be certainly mentions none. 

• Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord Godf 
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked/ 
Ezek. xxxiii. 11. How can the Lord God be 
glorified in what affords him no pleasure f Has 
be no pleasure in his glory ? Or is this glory, in 
reality, so minute, as to esca^ie the eye of him 
who ' searcheth all things' ? 

Fourthly. Since it has now been proved, that 
God is not glorified by the faithlrss confessions of 
sinners, and that he is not glorified in their death ; 
'we leave it to our opponents, not to weave new 
cobwebs, but to demonstrate from the Scriptures^ 
that any of the confessions which have come un- 
der our consideration, if not confessions of the 
truth, can redound to the glory of God. Foras- 
much, also, as the whole human race, were crea- 
ted for the glory of God ; we likewise demand of 
our adversaries, to prove, in the same unexcep- 
tionable mode, in what manner the damned can 
contribute to the glory of God* by any thing short 
of their salvation. 



Our First Argument, The Oath o/" Jbhotah, 
which he has sworn by himself, and which shall 
not return void, is at length brought to a close. 
It may therefore conduce to the reader's conve- 
nience, to give a short summary of what has now, 
we trust, been fully established, by arguments, 
various, independent, and incontrovertible. 

The whole passage at the head of this argu- 
ment constitutes one prophecy From the 

general subjection and confession, foretold in this 
prophecy, no person is excluded ; because this is 
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evinced by strict analogy of rea5ionin|2^ — it is 
proved, also, by the analogy of the whole New 
Testament — and finally, it is testified by the apos- 
tle Paul's own comment, on the unirersality of 
tliat identic al subjection, which he himself had 

announced in that prediction • All who are 

incense<l against him shall be ashamed,' in per* 

feet harmony with a state of salvation This 

subjection is in every instance a state of saving 
obedience The cimfession must also, in ev- 
ery instance, be a saving confession of the truth, 
declared in faith ; because it is authorized by 
the God of truth, who tem|>ts no man to sin 
or falsehood ; because, likewise, God is not 
glorified by a faithless and sinful confession ; 
and lastly, because God is not glorified in the tor- 
ments of hell. 



AROUMSNT II. 

THE LOVE OF JEHOVAH. 

OodislovB. 1 John if. 8. 

I, The Love of God embraces all Mankind. 

I. THIS is proved by the express declarations 
•r the Oracles of Truth. 

God is love. If the greater part ^ the human 
race, (as many suppose,) are objects of divine 
abhorrence, surely it would have been much more 
consistent for the evangelist, the beloved disciple, 
whose periietual theme is the divine benevolence, 
to have said, ^ God is hatred.* To those, however, 
who insist that God abhors the wicked, though he 
is love itself, and therefore a Fountain of love ; 
we repeat a question proposed by St. James. 
* Doth a fountain, he inquires, send forth sweet 
water and bitter ? Can the fig-tree, my brethren, 
bear olive berries, either a vine figs ? so can no 
fountain yield both salt water and fresh. Out of 
the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 
My brethren, these things ought not so to be/ 
James iii. 10—12. 

<The^Lord is gracious and full of compassion ; 
slow to anger and of great mercy. The Lord is 

food to all : and his tender mercies are over all 
is works.' Psalm cxiv. 8. 9. 
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* I make peace and create evil/ Isa. xlv. 7. 
God is the author of evil, but not of 8in, He 
creates partial evil, not from the love of evil, but 
from the love of universal good. Man creates 
evil from the love of evil : this constitutes sin. 

< Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked 
should die ? saith the Lord God : and not that he 
should return from his ways, and live? For I 
have no pleasure in the death of him that dietb, 
saith the Lord God : wherefore, turn and live. 
Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked ; 
but that the wicked turn from his ways and live : 
turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for why 
will ye die, O house of Israel V Ezek. yiii. 23. 
32. XXX. 11. The God of truth, certainly here 
affirms, in the most solemn, repeated, absolute 
manner, th&t he has no pleasure at all in the 
death of the wicked : and therefore he entreats 
them, in the most compassionate language, to 
turn from their ways and live. The only possi- 
ble evasion is this : that God, though he denies 
it, has a real pleasure in the death of the wicked^ 
and secretly wills their eternal destruction; and 
that, by these declarations, and this oath of the 
Most High, to the contrary, we are informed^ 
simply* that he has no pleasure in withholding 
from the wicked, the outward, nominal, though 
ineffectual means of salvation. But what indi- 
vidual of the house of Israel, was so grossly ig- 
norant, as not to know, that God had not with- 
held from him such means of salvation ? Could it 
be necessary, to confirm such tidings, so repeat- 
ed, and by the oath of the Most High God ? 
Bad not the Jews been repeatedly assured, by 
Moses, and by the prophets, that God had set 
before them good and evil, life and death ? Be- 
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sidef} — let man beware of charj^ing his Maker 
vith foLsthood. * God is not a man, that he 
should lie*. < Wo unto him that contendeth with 
his maker.' < We have known, and believed the 
love that God hath to ur. GikI is love.' < He 
that believeth not GtMl, has made him a^r.' 

* For the earixest expectation of the creature 
waiteth for the manifestations of the sons of God. 
For the creature was made subject to vanity, nat 
willingly^ but by reasen of him who hath sub- 
jected the same in hope* Because the creature 
itself also shall be delivered from the bondaji^ of 
corruption, into the glorious liberty of the child- 
ren of God.* Rom.viiil .9 — 21 . By the creature 
must here be intended,at least a part of the hu- 
man race ; if not, the brute or inanimate crea- 
tion will be delivereil into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God — which is too absurd to mer- 
it confutation. The text evidently assigns the 
creature's involuntary sui>jectii»n to vanity^ 
or to guilt and misery, as a suflBcient reason for 
its having the earnest expectation. Since, there- 
fore, this involuntary subjection, is a sufficient 
reason for the earnest expectation of the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God ; it follows, that this 
expectation includes another expectation, of de- 
liverance from that vanity. And since the apos- 
tle, consequently, in fact, repreijents the crea- 
ture's involuntary subjection to guilt and misery, 
as an adequate reason for its expectation of de- 
livTance; this involuntary subjection must be a 
sufficient reason for the creature's emancipation. 
But this argument applies e<|ually to all mankind. 
All, therefore, will be delixered from the bondage 
of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God* 
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« Fop I will not contend for ever, neither will EI 
be always wroth ; for the npirit would fail before^ 
me* and the souls which I have made/ Isa* Ivii*. 
16. Till it can be proved, that there are soulfl^ 
which Grod did not make, we shall consider tho 
true meaningof the textto be this : < I will not in- 
flict pain on any man for ever ; for I am his Cre- 
ator/ Here is an argument truly parental : it 
extends equally to all his offspring — ^to this life, 
and to that which is to come. To the same pur- 
pose is the following passage. < I will not execute 
the fierceness of mine anger* I will not return 
to destroy Ephraim ; for I am Grod, and not 
man ; the Holy One in the midst of thee'. Ho- 
sea xi. 9. 

S. Man is commanded to exercise universal 
benevolence. 

* And he, answering, said. Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and ^ith all thy mind ; and thy neigh- 
bour as thy self/. * But he, willing to justify 
himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neigh- 
bour ?* Whatever our practice, there are few, it 
is presumed, who have any occasion to propose ik 
similar question. Could there be any doubt, it 
must be completely dissipated, by Scriptures like 
the following. — < Ye have heard that it hath been 
said, Thuu shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy. But I say utito you, love your en- 
emies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you ; and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you/ 

It may safely be assumed, therefore, as incon- 
testable, that God commands everv man to ex- 
ercise universal benevolence towards iiis fellow 

en. 
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2. Jehovah loves all whom he commands his 
^^hildren to love. For, 

First. We are commanded to love all mankind^ 
^bat we may be perfect, * even as our Father who 
Is in heaven is perfect.' 

* But I say unto you, love your enemies^ 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefuUy 
use you, and persecute you : That ye may be the 
children of your Father who is in heaven ; for 
he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the un- 
just.' Matt. V. 44. 45. But lest any should im- 
agine, (as many have done,) that the paternal ben- 
efits of God, to the greatest part of his children, 
far from being tender mercies, or tokens of his 
love, are cruelties in disguise, intended only to 
enhance their everlasting condemnation — it is 
added, — « Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.' Matt. v. 
48. ' God loveth the stranger in giving him 
food and raiment.' The gifts of food and rai- 
ment — of that rain, w^hich is the water of life— ^ 
of that ' sun^ of this great worhl both eye and 
80ul' — are consequently indications of the love of 
our Father who is in heaven. 

< But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again : and your reward shall 
be great, and ye shall be called the children of 
the Highest : for he is kind unto the unthankful 
and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as 
your father is merciful.' Jesus Christ. < Be ye 
therefore followers of God, as dear children.' 
!Ephes. V. 1. 

Now let the reader judge, with what propriety 
a son can be required to love those whom his 
3 
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father hates, that he may be a follower of hi 
father — merciful as his father — a dear.child 
his father — and above all, that he may be perfect^ 
even as his father is perfect. When such frai: 
perfection is ascribed to our heavenly Fatbe 
well may his children exclaim* ^ Shall mortal ma — 
be more pure than his Maker !' 

Thirdly. The reciprocal unity between th m 
Father, the Son, and the Saints, includes thi.^ 
community of affection. 

It has already been shown, in speaking of the 
divine glory, that this unity implies mutual love. 
Jt remains to discover, whether it does not also 
imply, that Jehovah loves all whom his children 
are commanded to love. This will be rendered 
evident, first, by quoting Scriptures in which 
such expressions are used, as we employ to 
denote personal unity : secondly, some of those 
texts which represent God and the saints, as 
performing the same, or similar works. 

« I and my Father are one.' — « That they also 
may be one, thou. Father, art in me, and I in 
thee ; that they also may be one in us.' John 
xvii. 21. — < But he that is joined unto the Lord, is 
one spirit.' 1. Cor. vi. 17. — < And whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer with it ; or 
one member be honoured, all the members re- 
joice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular.' 1 . Cor. xii. 26. 27. — * For 
we arc members of his body, of his flesh, and of 
his bones.' Ephcs. v. SO. — * Nevertheless, I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.' Gala. 1 1. 20. 

< That \vc might work the works of God.' John 
vi. 28. — 'We, then, as workers together with him.' 
e. Cor. vi. 1. — * I must work the works of him 
that sent me.' John ix. 4. — < The Father that 
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^wellcth in mc, he doetli the works.* John xiv. 
10. — * The Son can do nothing but what he sccth 

the Father do.' 

The foregoing extracts are more than suflTu ient 
to establish the unity of affection which they are 
intended to prove. We shall therefore only in- 
quire : If that Beii%in whom we live, who is one 
spirit with us, and whose life and works are the 
only life and works that we possess — does not 
participate all our benevolent affections — how is 
it possible, that a participation of sentiments 
should in any instance exist ? 

II. Grod will accomplish the Salvation of Alt 
whom he loves. 

Having now proved, by several independent, 
and irresistible arguments, that the love of < the 
God of love* is strictly universal ; it is our next 
object, to evince, that this love is not of that un- 
productive kind, which he has condemned in his 
servants. 

Man, we are informed, is made in the image of 
God. In man, love, and a desire of the happi- 
ness of the beloved object, we know to be insepar- 
able. There is a high degree of probability, on 
this account, that such also is the character of 
our heavenly Father. And if so, doubtless it is 
not consistent with our ideas of a perfect Being, 
that he should desire what he will never obtain. 
- If « the desire of the rigliteous shall be granted* 
— ^the desire of <the unprofitable servant* — hard 
indeed must it be, if the Master, the sovereign 
Lord of the universe, cannot obtain his wishes. 
But we are not left to form our conclusions 
merely from ideal perfection. Abundantly ex- 
plicit are the inspired writers on this subject. 
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1. Therefore, God desires the salvation of 
all whom he loves. 

The texts lately quoted from Ezekiel declare 
this. Is it not my pleasure, says Jehovah, * that 
he should turn from his ways and live ? Where- 
fore turn yourselves and live'. « Say unto them, 
as I live, saitli the Loitl God, I have no pleasure 
in the <leath of the wic kod, hut that the wicked 
turn from his ways and live/ It is consequently 
the plrnsi re, or the desire of the Loid God, that 
the wi( kr > turn from his ways and live. Indeed, 
the greatest part of the arguments adduced, to 
prove tiie universal happiness of the Deity, equal- 
ly evince his desire of universal happiness. 

2. God will accomplish all his desires. 

* Remember the former things of old ; for I am 
God, and there is none else ; I am God, and there 
is none like me, declaring the end from the be- 
ginning, and from ancient times the things that 
are not yet done, saying. My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasnrt.* Isa. xlvi. g. lo. 
These words require no comment, no addition. 

3. God will effect the salvation of all whom be 
loves, (that is^ of the whole human race,) by chas- 
tisements. 

It is obvious from the Sci'iptures, that chastise- 
ments, (either in this world or the next,) though 
not the efficient causes of salvation, are yet in- 
struments of universal necessity in the* hands of 
grace. * As many as I Ipve, I rebuke and chasten.* 
Rev. iii. 19. *My Son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him : For whom the Lord loveth, he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth: for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not.* * For they verily for a few days 
chastened us for their own pleasure i but he for 
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^iir profit, that we might be partakers of his holi- 
:>iess.' Heb. xii. 5. 6. 10. 



As it has now been demonstrated, that Jehovah 
loves all — desires the happiness of all — and that 
he will accomplish all his desires 5 all will of 
course be saved. 

III. Will not the Jingels of Darkness become 
Angels of Light? 

< O Lucifer ! son of the morning, how art thou 
fallen !' Isaiah. 

If we are not required to abhor the infernal 
host, though identified with evil itself—- and yet 
Jehovah, who is goodness itself, is to be loved 
with the whole heart — if God is love — if he wUl 
not inflict anguish for ever, because he is the Cre- 
ator, because he is God, and not man — if he has 
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but de- 
sires that the wicked should turn from his ways 
and live — if the Almighty will accomplish all 
bis desires — if the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat, the earth shall vanish away, yet at 

length be renewed in celestial bloom who 

would not hope, that those angels of night, those 
niorningsuns, those mighty constellations, though 
now fallen from their spheres, shorn of their 
beams, and wandering as malignant fires ; will 
one day be retracted to their orbs, relume the 
world, and shine for ever and ever^ as the glori- 
ous stars of heaven I 



ARGUMENT III. 



THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 

'lexhortftherefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men : For kingSf and all that are in 
authority ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come un- 
to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for 
for all, to be testified in due time. Whereunto I am 
ordained a preacher and an apostle, fl speak the 
truth in Christ, and lie not J a teacher of the Gen- 
tiles in faith and verity. I will therefore, that 
men pray every where^ lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and doubting J 1 Tim. ii. 1—8. 

THE connexion of this passage is rather dis- 
ordered by the punctuation. The first verse, 
ending with all men, might have closed with a 
period. After the word authority, in the second 
verse, there should have been no stop longer than 
a comma. 

I. Faul exhorts to pray in Faith for the Salva- 
Hon of every Individual of the human race. 
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The reader will please to observe, that to pray 
in faithf is to pray, believing that our requests 
will be granted. This proposition will be estab- 
lished in the course of the investigation. 

1. The apostle exhorts us to pray for the sal- 
vation of every individuaL 

First. This is evident from the preceding 
chapter; from which he infers the obligation. 
For the foregoing chapter contains the beginning 
of the apostle Paul's charge; of which the follow- 
ing is the amount : that since the law is fulfilled 
by charity out of a pure heart, and faith unfeign- 
ed, he would have no doctrine promulgated, in- 
consistent with this. And, as the most impressive 
illustration of the spirit of this injunction, and 
lest any should conjecture, that universal chari- 
ty is not equally the law which the Deity propo- 
ses to himself; he dwells with strong emotion, on 
the boundless riches of grace, displayed in his 
own wonderful conversion. For 

« This,' he exclaims, < is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners^ of whom I am 
chiefj 

Secondly. That no individual is to be exclu- 
ded from the saving benefit of this intercession^ 
is apparent, from the universal terms which arcf 
employed. Prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, for all men — for all that are in authority 
—God our Saviour will have all men to be saved 
— a ransom for aU. What can be more compre- 
hensive ! But we have shoM'n, at the fieginning of 
thist^worky that to confine the word all to a part^ 
in this instance, is in defiance of the analogy of 
the whole New Testament. 
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Thirdly. The connexion not only renders it 
evident, that all are included, but proves that mere 
< temporal salvation/ or the promulgation of the 
mere letter of the gospel, formed no part of this 
petition. 

For it is evident that kings, and all that are in 
authority, are by no means all that are mentioned 
in the first, and the subsequent verses of the text. 
The apostle will have us pray for kings, and all 
who are in authority, that we may live in peace,, 
honesty, and godliness : this is one object ; bat^ 
not the only object of prayer, even for these. For 
God our Saviour will have us pray for all men^ 
because he will have all men to be saved, and to 
come' to the knowledge of truth. It is evident^ 
also, that the reason here adduced, extends, not 
merely to rulers, but to all persons, of every de- 
scription. That the apostles, and the primitive 
christians, had no reason to expect quiet and 
peaceable lives, from any thing short of the real 
conversion of kings, and all that were in authori- 
ty ; the history of their times, and the martyrdom 
of Paul himself, sufficiently testify. Of course, 
the primitive christian prayed for the everlasting 
happiness of all invested with civil power. And, 
indeed, this is no more than every clergyman does 
at the present day. If Paul, therefore, commands 
* lis to pray for the eternal salvation of all kingSf 
in other words, the whole brood of tyrants, is it 
possible, that he should not enjoin a similar peti- 
tion, for all their subjects^ groaning under the 
scourge of despotism ? — God our Saviour will 
have all men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. But this, we ar^M^nr ' 
tinually told from the pulpit, means, for the most 
part, but mere < temporal Salvation,' a]?d the dis- 
tinguished privilege of hearing the preachers of 
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I good tidings ; and that for these blessinp^, 
•ugh, perhaps « nine times in ten/ they only 
ravate the load of infinite wo,) Paul entreats 
pray without ceasing. In what part of the 
rd of Truth, we desire to know, is God called 
mere temporal Saviour of a single individual i 
ic kingdom of God is not in word, but in 
er/ * If ye know the truth, tlie truth shall 
;e yon free/ Where do we learn, that the 
ation of God, and <the knowledge of the 
h,' are, in many cases, but the treacherous 
perity of a moment, and the promulgation of 
damning, powerless, or perverted letter of the 
lel i If tiiis doctrine is true, then has the God 
ompassion exhorted his servants, to pray for 
lamnation of a great part of their brethren.* 
r there is one God, and one Mediator be- 
m God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who 
i himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
time.' As we have already protested against 
)rostitution of the compassions of Gt)d,^.the 
er of the one Mediator, and the efficacy of his 
om, to the purposes of condemnation | we 
3ar further expostulation on that subject. But 
at was to be testified in due time ?' That some 
5 to he saved ? Did Tiniothy, who is termed 
's own son in tfie faith, require to be inform- 
r this f Or did the apostle mean only to say, 
ihall be testified in due time, that the gospel, 
any, is apparently preached in vain' ? This 
been abundantly testified already. Nothing, 
3fore, could be the subject of this testimony. 



Ml has exhorted his senrants, by his apostie, to pray for aU. 
le are to be eteroaUy damned, we are therefore to pray only 
Mf temporal prosperity. But thisprosperity is said to ag- 
:e the endless torments of helL 'To pray for it, is eonse- 
ly to pray for damnation. 
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but that unlimited redcinption, of which be pro- - 
ceeds to declare — < Wliereunto I am ordained a 
preacher and an apostle, (I speak the truth In 
Christy and lie nuii) a teacher of the Gentiles in _ 
faith and verity.' As if he had said, < You are- 
fully sensible, that the good news of salTation^* 
must sooner or later be announced, in every regionts^ 
of the earth, without discrimination : but when £L 
declare to you further, that not a single inliabi — 
tant, of any of those regions, will finally be ex- 
cluded, from those immortal joys, which the gos— ~ 
pel pn)claims ; I am afraid (so novel are these 
liberal views to the Israelites) that my words 
should seem to you as idle tales/ 

Fourthly. The prayer which our Lord taught 
bis disciples is also universal. < Thy will be done 
in earth as it is heaven.* The will of Gt)d can 
never be done in earth as it is in heaven, till every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess^ 
(and confess the truth,) < In the Lord have I 
rigbteousness and strength.' 

S. Paul exhorts us, not only to pray^ but to 
pray in faith, for every individual. 

It wiii be suitable to collect a few Scriptures, 
illustrating the nature, the efficacy^ and the obli- . 
gation, of the < prayer of faith.' 

< And Jesus answered, and said unto them, Have 
faith in God.' Mark xi. 23. — ' If ye abide in me, 
and my words in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you.'— ^' We know not 
what we should pray for as we ought : but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot "be uttered.' Rom. viii. 
S6. — * Without faith,it is impossible to pfease Gt)d.' 
Heb. xi. 6. — < All things whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer^ believing, ye shall receive.' Mai*k xi. 
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4. — € Asky and it shall be i^iven you/ Matt. viii. 
:7, — ( But let him ask infaith, nothing wavering,' 
or nothing doubting.] James \. 6. 

As the clergy, of every denomination, pray for 
he eternal salvation, not only of all their own 

arishoners, but of all mankind, we would hope, 

3n charity, (for charity hopeth all things,) that 

"^hey all pray in faith.* Feign would we hope^ 

^hat they ask, believing, not merely that they 

shall receive — if the will of God. For this is to 

-noavtr — ^this is to douht whether they shall receive 

or not. Doubtless, there can be no doubt, that 

such doubting, is to pray in doubt. 

< I willy therefore,' continues the apostle, < that 
men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and doubting.' The following is 
therefore his conclusion from all* that he had be- 
fore said : < Since it is the will of God, that ever- 
lasting salvation should be conferred on every 
son and daughter of the human family, without a 
single exception — and he has said, * Ask, and y^ 
shall receive ;' I declare it (as tlie apostle of the 
Gentiles) to be my will, that our prayers be at 
once universal and effectual — that we should pray, 
lifting up holy handSf and tlierefore in faith, with- 
out wrath, doubting, or mental reservation — not 

as if at a loss whether it be the will of 

God to do his own will • . . • but believing that 
we receive those things for which we ask.' 

II. JFliatever we ask in Faith, we shall receive. 



* Take as a specimen, a daily petition of a certain pioas, faith- 
ful, and firm (we do not say consistent) dis^^iple of Calvin ; now 
deceased. 'Pour out thy .Spirit npon all Jlesh ! FiU the whole 
tmrth with thy goodness ! And may all be tiiouud together , in the 
smme bundle of eternal life ! !' f 
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* What things soever ye desire when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall receive 
them/ < But let liim ask in faith, nothing waver- 
ing/ * The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to 
like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain : and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years and six months."* 
And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, 
and the earth brought forth her fruit.' James v. 
16—18. 



At length, by concentrating the beams of divine 
truth, it is manifest in open day, that St. Paul, 
who repeatedly affirms in his Epistles, that he re- 
ceived his doctrine, not of man, but of God — com- 
mands us to pray for the endless felicity of every 
member of the human family ; that he enjoins us 
to pray for this in faith ; and lastly, that what- 
ever we ask of God in faith, will sooner or later 
be granted. 

III. Our Savimr^s Prayer on the Cross, was 
in fact, universal. 

We intreat the reader's patience, for a few mo- 
ments, whilQ we establish a few propositions; 
important, not merely in their bearing upon the 
present article, but as connected with the hlasphC' 
my against the Holy Ghost, a crime constituting a 
principal objection to the eventual forgiveness of 
all men. 



* Weiivoold not insinuate, that the passions, or prayers of ni6o, 
have power to shut /or ever the doors of salvation. We are to pray 
for the salvation ol' all men, because God will have all men to be 
saved. Prayer is not intended to influence but to express the will 
of God. 
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First. The Jewish chieftains, at the time of 
or Saviour's ministry, were the greatest of in- 
dels and sinners. 

St. Peter* speaking of those who < killed the 
rince of Life,' makes the following observation : 
^^ And now, brethren, I wot through ignorance ye 
^id it, as did also your rulers/ Acts iii. 17. — 
-^ Have any of the rulers, or of the Pharisees, be- 
lieved on him V John vii. 48. — * If I had not come 
and spoken unto them, they had not had sin : but 
now they have no cloak for their sin.' John xv. 
£2. — < Wo unto theefChorazin, wo unto thee, Beth- 
saida : for if the mighty works which were done 
in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, tney 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes. But I say unto you, it shall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judg- 
ment than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which 
art exalted unto heaven, shalt be cast down to 
hell.' Matt. xi. 21 — 23. — < Then said Jesus unto 
the Scribes and Pharisees, I go my way, and 
ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins. Te 
serpents ! ye generation of vipers ! how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell !^ John viii. 21. 
Matt, xxiii. 33. 

Secondly. These men were guilty of blasphe- 
my against the Holy Ghost ; that is, of a spiteful 
ascription of the miraculous works of Gk)d, to the 
power of devils. 

< Wherefore, I say unto you, [Scribes and Phari- 
sees,] All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men : but the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 
Because they said he hath an unclean spirit.' 
Matt. xii. 31. Mark iii. 30. 
4 



58 FINAL RESTORATION. 

Allowing it to have been impossible, that the 
Scribes and Pharisees should commit the sin 
against the Holy Spirit, was not the warning of 
our Saviour superfluous ? If he did not charge 
them with its actual commission, his words plain- 
ly imply, that they were on the brink of this pre- 
cipice. That the greatest part, not only of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, but of the other leaders, 
rulers, and elders, were in the same, or nearly 
the same danger, is manifest, from their perpet- 
ually combining to oppose the gospel. Nothings 
therefore, could be wanting to complete their con- 
demnation, and fill up the measure of their blas- 
phemy, but this : that they should also, in malice, 
ascribe to the powers of hell, those vastly more 
copious effusions of the Holy Spirit, which were 
afterwards exhibited to their view. That they 
actually did so, is a real fact. 

For they did not attribute to God, the miracles 
wrought at the crucifixion of his Son, when dark- 
ness overspread the land, the earth was rent, the 
dead arose — the wonders wrought at his tomb, 
when the angel descended, whuse countenance 
was like lightning, and for fear of whom the 
keepers did quake, and became as dead men, 
and the Prince of Life arose. Nor did they im- 
pute to him the gifts of tongues and miracles, on 
the day of Pentecost, an era so memorable, that 
till this time, the Holy Spirit, whose works they 
had imputed to the infernal powers, is said not to 
have been given. Had they ascribed these works 
to divine agency, they would not have listened to 
Gamaliel, when he counselled them to desist from 
persecution, lest they should be found even to 
fight against God ; nor would they, subsequently, 
have renewed their pei*secutions, <even unto 
death/ Since then, they did 7i(?t impute these 
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greatest of miracles to God» the inference is plain^ 
that they ascribed them to devils. That they also 
did this in malice, is clear, both from the- general 
spirit of their persecutions, and from the martyr- 
dom of Stephen. 

If none of these men, therefore, these < worst of 
all flcsh,'^ did at any period of their natural lives^ 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost 5 we may safe- 
ly affirm, that this crime never was, nor ever will 
be perpetrated by man, while inhabiting this 
globe. 

Thirdly. The Redeemer never prayed for the 
mere partial forgiveness of any one. Jesus Christ 
never said < Thy sin,' but * Thy sins, are for- 
given thee.* 

Sins are remitted as soon as they are purged 
away : repentance goes before pardon. * Repent 
ye therefore, and be converted, tliat your sins 
may be blotted out.' < If he say he repent, thou 
shalt forgive him.' 

If he that offends in one point, is guilty of all ; 
by the same rule, be that is cleansed, and conse- 
quently forgiven, in one point, is cleansed and 
forgiven in all. < A little leven leveneth the whole 
lump/ 

We are now returned to our starting post. 

Fourthly. * And when they came to the place 
which is called Calvary, there tl^ey crucified him, 
and the malefactors ; one on the right hand, and 
the other on the left. Then said Jesus, Father 
forgive them ; for they know not what they doJ 
Luke xxiii. 33. 34. 

We have already seen, that although the Jewish 
rulers had no cloak for their sin ; yet they killed 
the Princeof Life, through ignorance. 

* So Dr. Price calli Uwm. 
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< For they know not what they do/ As this rea- 
son, assigned by our Saviour, to show why his 
murderers should be forgiven, extended to all 
who conspired his death, aU must have been em- 
braced in his last intercession. 

< Father, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do.' From what has now been observed, it 
is clear, beyond a doubt, that the Scribes, Phari- 
sees, and Jewish rulers, were included in this 
dying petition of our Lord : those worst of all 
flesh — to whom he had said, Ye shall die in your 
sins — to whom he had exclaimed. Ye serpents ! 
ye generation of vipers ! how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell ! — and who had either already 
committed blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, or 
would commit this most enormous of crimes, be- 
fore they could obtain the pardon for which he in- 
terceded. 

Now, since our great Intercessor never prayed 
for mere partial forgiveness, and since he ihas de- 
clared to his Father, * I know that thou always 
hearest me ;' the full remission of all the sins, of 
every person, for whom he interceded^ must^ 
sooner or later, assuredly be granted. 

It may be added, that for those very leaders of 
the Jews, those prime ministers of hell, Stephen 
interceded with the effectual prayer of faith— • 
(for he was full of the Holy Ghost ) — when < he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice. Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.' 

We would now ask — if these Scribes, Phari- 
sees, and rulers of Israel — who died in their sins 
—who could not escape the damnation of hell — 
who trommitted blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
i-^than for whom, our Lord in effect declared, it 
should be more tolerable for Tyre and Siden, at 
the day of judgment if these most unpar- 
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donable sinners^ wilU nevertheless, be ransomed 
from the grave, cleansed from all their crimes^ 
and enter into the joy of their Lord ; who can 
doubt the eventual salvation of the universal 
whole ?* 

• Father, forgive them ; for they know not what 
they do.' As if the < suffering Son of God' had 
said, < They kiiaw me not — they believe not in me 
— on me hast thou laid their iniquities.' This in- 
tercession of our Saviour included, therefore, in 
reality, the whole world. * All we like sheep have 
gone astray : and thou hast laid on him th& ini- 
quities of us all. If ye had known me, ye would 
have known my Father also.' 

< This is life eternal, to know thee, the only 
living and true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent.' < He that believeth on the Son, hath 
everlasting life.' 

It follows, that although our Lord truly said of 
his countrymen, « They know not what they do ;' 
yet, again to adopt his language, they had < no 
cloak for their sin ;' that their crime was neither 
more nor less than unbelief. For what was their 
ignorance of the character of their Saviour, but 
that unbelief, in which all are involved, which 
comprehends aU sin, and in which * God hath tn-. 
eluded all, that he might have mercy upon all.* 

Forasmuch, therefore, sls unbelief is a sufficient 
reason for the forgiveness of the Jews ; it is also 
a sufficient reason for the pardon and salvation of 
the whole human race. * For thy name's sake, 
O Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for it is great.* 



* The universal whole is an expression perhaps redaodaot ; but 
certainly not to be censured by those who limit the toholt to a small 
'Part, 
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There is no room for presuming^ that hai 
Israelites been free from that ignorance, v 
their Inten^essor pleaded in their behalf, 
could have crucified him ; and that consequ* 
it is possible to sin beyond final pardon. F( 
Paul informs us, that * none of the princes c 
world knew the hidden wisdom of God : 
had they known it, they would not have cru( 
the Lord of Olory^' 



THE MAIN OBJECTIONS REFUTED. 



OBJECTION I. 



'< Future punishments are strictly eternal.'^ 



ANSWER. 

1. In the (Hd Testament^ the te;or(b everlasting, 
and for erer, frequently signify only limited dura- 
tion. 

Gk)d has < laid the foundations of the earth, that 
it should not be removed for ever.* But we are 
informed, nevertheless, that these foundations 
< shall perish.' Psalm civ. 5. Heb. i. 10. 11. — 
« The everlasting mountains were scatteredf the 
perpetual hills did bow/ Habak. iii. 6.— < Thou 
shaft bore his ear« and he shall serve him for 
ever.' Ex. xxi. 6. — The covenant made with 
Abraham is called an everlasting covenant ; but 
that covenant, it is agreed on all hands, has long 
since expired. — < I went down' (kays Jonah) < to 
the bottom of the mountains : th? earth with her 
bars was about me for ever.' The reader will 
please to recollect, that these bars were about 
Jonah, for three days, and three nights. 
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2. The original wordsn describing the duration 
of future misert/f and which our translators have 
interpret ed^evevlBstiu^ punishment — eternal (ii*e— 
everlasting destruction — for ever — and — for ever 
and ever ; mightf with at least equal justicCf have 
been rendered^ aionion punishment, that is, pun- 
ishment for ages — aionion fire — aionion destruc- 
tion — for ages — for ages of ages. 

Of this, the reader might satisfy himself, mere- 
ly by turning to Matt. xxv. 41. Ifuke i. 33. Jude 
7. Rev. xiv. 11. in the Greek Testament; and 
then recurring to a Greek lexicon, for the mean- 
ing of the words. In the course of the reply to 
the present objection, we shall, however, have re- 
course to a more infallible method. It may be 
noticed, incidentally, that in Mark ix. 43. 45. we 
have the words, * into the Jire that shall nbveb 
be quenched ;' instead of which the Latin transla- 
tion has the words, * in ign^m iUum inextinctum,^ 
or * into the Jire that shall not be quenched.^ The 
reader will hardly need to be reminded, that there 
may be a great difference between what will not 
be done, and what will never be done. 

But you are an advocate, perhaps, of eternal 
damnation. Tou have learned, or at least have 
been told, that in Matt. xv. 46. the same word 
[aionion] is used to denote both the duration of 
future happiness, and the duration of future suf- 
ferings ; and that consequently both must be end- 
less. We would therefore inquire : Are we not 
told by St. Paul, (1. Cor. xv. 2£.) ♦ As in Adam 



And if you comiludc, (as you ought, upon your 



all diej so in Xhrist shall all be made alive !' 

own principles,) that the word all is to be taken 
in the same sense in both parts of this passage, 
because the original word [pantes] is the same ; 



tb 
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do yoa not confute yourself ? do you not confess 
that all will be made alive in Christ ? But 

3. Whoever can prove, beyond dovitf that the 
happiness of any part of mankind wiU be eternal, 
must equally prove, at the same time, that the 
misery of the condemned will not be eternal. 

For it must be granted by all, that the dura- 
tion of the happiness of the righteous is no where 
in the Bible compared with the duration of God. 

St. Paul declares, indeed, in very strong terms, 
his persuasion that no creature, either present or 
to come, will be able to separate the righteous 
froin the love of God : but he does not affirm that 
the uncreated Creator is not able ; or that ages of 
ages hence, he will not actually produce a separa-r 
tion. Our Saviour has also said, < I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand^ 
My father which gave them me is greater than 
all : and none is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand.' But do you believe in the infi* 
nite torments of nine-tenths of the human race ? 
If so, we will favour you with the following com- 
ment ; which perfectly squares with your creed. 

Comment. * I give unto them eternal life.' 
This eternal life may last as long as the eternal 
sleep of Jonah in the whale's belly : but so great 
and glorious is < the vindictive justice of God,' 
we cannot expect it will last longer. And besides, 
according to orthodoxy, all eternity weans not 
more than a tenth part of all efbrnity. — < My 
Father is greater than all.' This means, < my 
Father is greater than the Devil ;' for all means 
a part.— -< And none is able to pluck them out of 
my Father's hand.' As if Christ had said, < The 
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Devil has plucked almost all whom I had ran- 
Komod, out of my feehle hand.s : but my Father is 
s;realer than the Devil ; and a.s my Father has 
now taken the small remnant into his own hands, 
whenever he resigns them to the Devil, (which 
he will do very soon,) it will be Jredy, not by 
compulsion/* ^ 

It follows, that the universal benevolence of 
God, or his love, considered merely as a divine 
attribute, without respect of persons, is the only 
argument, from which the permanent felicity of 
any individual can be fully inferred. It is com- 
monly said, < God is immutable : therefore he 
loves the elect from everlasting to everlasting.'! 
But this reasoning appears to be unsound. For 
since the temporary work of creation includes, 
not only a divine, mental act, but the cessation of 
this act, and yet is consistent with the immuta- 
bility of God ; there is no proof, that the removal 
of his love from his creatures, that is, the cessa- 
tion of another mental act, is not equally consist- 
ent with his immutability. 

Do we therefore introduce death into the hea- 
venly world ? Far from it. We confirm the bliss- 
ful immortality of man. We establish it on its 
only solid foundatioi^ ; even the infinite and uni- 
versal love of Jehovah. We affirm, that Jehovah 
(for any thing we know to the contrary) may 
withdraw his love from his creatures, consistently 
with his immutability ; though not consistently 
with that universal lorve^ which is coexistent with 

* To prevent misapprehension, the reader Is requested to re- 
mark, that we assert only that this comment is consistent with a 
certain creed. Our opinion may however be erroneous. 

f By the tied we understand them whom God has chosen for 
eitensive bieisinfs in the world — not as exclusive heira of lalva- 
lion. 
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Lis omnipresencey and is the vital spirit of his 
omnipotent word. 

4. The expressions, everlasting, for ever, and 
for ever and ever, are certainly often used in the 
Mlew Testament in a limited sense* For, 

First The Scriptures ascribe to Christ, no 
kingdom, but the kingdom of redemption ; no 
throne, but the throne of this kingdom— on which 
he sits, as the Lamb, the high Priest^ the King of 
Saints, and the King of Zion. 

For, Jesus answered, * My kingdom is not of 
this world. If my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight, that I should not be 
delivered to the Jews.' John xviii. 56. 

God < gave him to be the head over all things 
to the church.* Ephes. i. 22. 

< And the seventh angel sounded ; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying. The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.' Rev. xi. 55. * Now is come 
salvation and strength, and the kingdom of God, 
and the power of his Christ.' Rev. xii. 10. The 
two last texts evince, with great clearness, that 
the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms 
of Christ, and his power is i^xerted, in proportion 
as salvation becomes more general. It may be 
remarked, also, that such expressions are here 
employed, as might seem to limit die whole do- 
minion of the Father and the Son, these Lords of 
the universe, to the kingdom of redemption alone. 

<Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven.' The sceptre of this 
kingdom is tJierefore • a sceptre of righteousness' 
universal. 
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The throne and the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
are called the throne and the kingdom of David, 
and of Jerusalem. < Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and peace there shall be no end upon 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom* to or- 
der it) and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice, from henceforth even for ever/ Isa. ix. 7. 

* Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour [why is he exalted to be a Prince^'] to 
give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins.' 
Acts V. 31. 

God Almighty is called the < King of Saints.' 
Rev. XV. 3. 

Jesus, * the Branch,' shall be a * Priest upon 
his throne.* Zech. vi, 13. 

The universality of the empire of Jesus Christy 
as Lord of all, is no objection to the limited ex- 
tent of what the Scriptures denominate his king- 
dom. For the primary intention of the sacred 
writers, was by no means, to describe his impe- 
rial dignity, and his domains, as universal Lord ; 
but to publish 'the good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people.' Luke it. 10. 

Secondly. Our Lord has given his saints the 
promise of no dominion, but that of * fellow work- 
ers with him,^ in his kingdom of grace. 

< If we suffer with him, we shall reign with 
him.'' 2. Tim. ii. 12. — He will make his saints 
* kings and priests unto God.' Rev. i. 6. — < The 
saints will isit with their high Priest upon his 
throne.' Rev. iii. 21. 

Thirdly. Having now ascertained the nature 
of what the inspired Writings term the kingdom 
of our Mediator, and the reign of his saints ; it 
remains to prove, that all this glorious dominion, 
though said to endure for ever and ever, will at 
lengtli come to a termination. 
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< For as in Adam all die, eyen so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But every man in his own or- 
der : Christ the first fruits ; afterwards they that 
are Christ's at his coming. Then cometh the end» 
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God^ even the Father ; when he shall have put 
down all rule> and all authority and power. For 
he must reign till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death. For he hath put all things under his 
feet. But when he saith. All things are put under 
him 9 it is manifest that he is excepted^ which did 
put all things under him.* And when all things 
shall be subdued unto hiray then shall the Son 
himself be subject unto him that put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all.' 1. Cor. 
XV. 22 — 28. 

It is evident from the foregoing passage, that 
the Son will deliver up his kingdom, and become 
subject to the Father, * that Grid may be all in 
aUm* It is also evident, from what we have be- 
fore established, that with this kingdom, will ex- 
pire his Priesthood, and all the subordinate, and 
only thrones^ and dominions, i^ribed to his 
saints. 

We shall now, therefore, exhibit some of those 
Scriptures, in which, notwithstanding they are to 
come to an end, tlie duration of these powers is 
said to be eternal. 

* And behold thou shalt conceive in thy wombf 
and shalt bring forth a Son, and shalt call his 
name Jesus^ lie shall be great, and shall be 

* Who can forbear noticini; the extreme, and almost fastidiom 
precision of the apostle, when he ases this comprehensive word 
4itf, on important occasions ! Is it not also « manifest," that non^ 
are ** excepted," where be informs as, that " in CbriitsbaU all be 
made alive !'* 

5 
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tailed the Son of the Highest : and thel<ord GodEs 
Bhall give unto him the throne of his father Da — 
Tid : And he shall reign over the house of JacolxS 
fcA* ever : and of his kingdom there shall be nozs 
'end.* Luke i. 31 — 33. * And the seventh angelL 
sounded, and there were great voices in heaven^ 
saying. The kingdoms of this world are becomsa 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ ^ 

iand he shall reign for ever and ever.* Rev. xi , 

15. — <And there shall be no night there; anfl~ 
they need no candle, neither light of the sun ; foH 
the Lord God giveth them light : and they [thcs 
INiinti)] shall reign for ever and ever.* Rev. 
ixii. 5. — * Thou art a Priest for ever, after the 
order of Melchisidec.** Heb. v. 5> 6. In not 
less than five different places in Hebrews^ the 
priesthood of Christ is said to be aionion, or to 
endure for ever.—* But unto the Son he saith, 
Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever; a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom.* Heb. i. 8. 

We have now discovered in the New Testa- 
men t^ at least ten instances, in which the expres- 
sions, no endffar ever and /or ever and ever 9 cer- 
tainly mean a duration that is not endless* 

At last we have discovered a key, by which we 
can unlock the expressions, everlastingf etemaU 
for ever'f and for ever and ever. For whenever 
these words are used in the New Testament, they 
ought to be understood in a limited sense ; except 
in two cases. The first exception takes place, 
^vhen these expressions are applied to things real- 
ly eternal in their very nature : as, the existence 
of Jehovah. The second exception is this : 



* "Who this Melchisidec was, is obviously of do coiMequeoce to 
the present argument. 
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^samely^ when these words are applied to thingSt 
^f which we cannot affirm with certainty, that 
'^heir duration will be infinite, without presup- 
posing the universal benevolence of God^ ia 
oilier words, without proving that the happiness 
of all mankind will be truly, and equally eternaL 

5. The words «^ everlasting punishment,*' 
rMatt. XXV. 41.) ought to hate been, correction 
for ages. 

For, in proof that the original word, [kolasis,] 
ought to have been rendered chastisementf or cor* 
redion, instead of punishmentf we have the high 
authority of Grotius and others.* 

Now, since all correction, from its very nature, 
is compatible with the final good of the offender ; 
no correction can be < strictly eternal,* Of 
course, the compassionate hand of our heavenly 
Father, will eventually wipe all tears from every 
eye. 

It is equally foreign to our design, to sacrifice 
cither the justice of God to his benevolence, or 
his benevolence to his justice. On the contrary, 
we affirm, that < justice and mercy have embra- 
ced each other f that they are < one and indivisi- 
ble,' in the dispensations of God to every man ; 
like the parents of the human race, in the blissful 
fields of Paradise, that they walk arm in arm, 
united in their mutual work, < and happy in their 
mutual aid.' It is conceived to be equally the 
extremity of madness, to expose ourselves to the 
terrors unse^Of if a happy immortality can be ob- 
tained on eaJRF terms ; or to be unwilling to 



i 
f 




* It is vitW ki^^Bllbat the terms chastisey correcty and their 
derivatives, are^Hperly restricted to that kind of puoishment, 
which has the goSrof the offender for its object. 
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drink) even f the dregs' of the * cup of trembling/ 

if it be hl^nsJSt^ with our eternal wetfare, and 
th)B will oi our most wise, and compassionate Phy- 
sician, that this cup should pass from us. 

There is at leiort a possibility, even from the 
mere light of nature, that human sufferings ex- 
tend beyond the grave. The contrary, it must be 
conceded, is no where advanced in the inspired 
AVritings, yhe principal, if not the only argu- 
ment of any force,Tor the non-existence of future 
punishment, it the diiine benevolence. This ar- 
gument, however, is olje of tliose which are said 
to prove too much. For since, notwithstanding 
the goodness of God, pain exists in the present 
trorld, it may also exist in the world to come. 
To this inference, it has been objected, that the 
sufferings of the present life are so great that we 
have no reason to suppose they will be renewed in 
another world. We reply : to all appearance, 
chastisements do not always, in the pi*esent state, 
complete their benevolent design. There is rea- 
son, therefore, to Conclude they will be renewed 
in the world of spirits. 

There is alsa at least a possibility, that the 
miseries of the eternal world, allowing their real- 
ity, may be extremely great — lasting and excru- 
ciating beyond conception. 

But if we admit the possibility of a future pun- 
ishment extremely great, it is reasonable, on ac- 
count of its indeterminate nature, that we should 
he as much affected, as if we admitted the cer- 
tainty of a future punishment, exceedingly, if not 
equally great. It appears alsote^tfnatural, sup- 
posing we assent to the possibMNHT such a pun- 
ishment, that we should be aff(^^niearly in the 
same manner, as though we ^^Bted with the 
same force to its absolute certainly Who then 
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an provey that such riews of the miseries of the 
^^nseen world, when combined with those connect- 
ed, peculiar, and affecting views of the divine bc- 
^levolence, so pre-eminently fitted to promote that 

i perfect love which ^casteih out fear;* are not 
ullj adequate to every salutary purpose of moral 
restraint i 

By divesting religion of the garb of dcemonis, 
by ceasing to ascribe to the God of compassion^ 
those qualities which we execrate in man ; may 
we not hope that the tribute of our praise to him 
will be less prone to belie the secret language of 
the heart I 

OBJECTION U. 

1. <« It is said, in Heb. vi. 4 — 6, <It is impos- 
sible for those who were once enlightened, and 
have tasted of the heavenly gift,' &c. < if they fall 
away, to renew them again to repentance :' nowy 
since it is impossible to renew them to repent- 
ance, it is impossible that they can be saved«^> 

£• << < There is a sin unto death : I do not say 
that he shall pray for it/ John. It is evident 
the reason why we are not to pray for those who 
sin unto death, is because their salvation is im- 
possible.^^ 

. jL ANSWER. 

tirst. We begin with the former part of the 
ohjection, by expressing our doubts, whether the 
wretched mariners here described, were more 
completely shipwrecked, than Hymeneus and 
Alexander. For < some,' says Paul, < having 
put away faith and a good conscience ; concern- 
ing faith have made shipwreck. Of whom is Hy- 
5* 
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meneus and Alexander ; whom I have delivered 
unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.' 
1 Tim. i. 19, 20. 

It is worthy of remark, that Hymeneus and 
Alexander had not lost all docUity — they were still 
capable of learning — they were delivered to Satan 
for amendment. — Paul speaks of another who was 
< delivered to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
that the spirit' might * be saved in the day of the 
Lord.' 1. Cor. iv. 5. — Is it harder to reconcile 
the desperate state of those who are the theme of 
this part of the objection, with their final restora- 
tion, tlian to reconcile the two following asser- 
tions of Paul with each other ?..••< Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us ; for it is written, cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree.' Gal. iii. 
Id. < I give you to understand, that no man 
speaking by the Spirit of God, calleth Jesus 
Christ accursed.* 1. Cor. xii. 23. — It CiJnscquent- 
ly appears, that the same writer who affirms that 
Jesus Chi'ist was accursedj also affirms that he 
was not accursed. And we add, that the same 
Jesus Christ, who declared it impossible for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God, after- 
wards declared it not impossible. For * with man, 
this is impossible : but with God, all things are 
possible.' 

But, <to renew them again to repentance,' 
/ cannot be/or ever impossible. For since it is 
said, with respect to these persons, (though our 
good opponents have overlooked it,) there re- 
roaineth no more sacrifice for sin.; it is evident 
there had been a sacrifice — in other words, that 
Christ had borne their ifiiquities. But, says the 
prophet, ^He shall see of the travail of his soul, 
and be satisfied: by his knowledge shsdl my 
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righteous servant justify many,' [or the many ;] 
Tir he shall hear their iniquities. All, of whom 
1;he Lamb of God bore the iniquities, are conse- 
quently, sooner or later, to be justified : < And 
^^hom he justified,' says Paul, <them he also 
glorified.' Now, if any one can tell, how there 
can be justification without righteousness—how 
there can be justification and glorification with- 
out salvation — or how any rational being can 
< see of the Ararat/ of his soul, and be satisfied,'' 
without attaining, either the object for which he 
lias made the greatest possible sacrifice, or any 
substitute ; then will we renounce this last argu- 
ment, and depend on the others, as sufficient to 
remove the former part of the present objection. 

Secondly.- « There is a sin unto death.' < I 
do not say that he shall pray for it.' 

He does not say eternal death' : to suppose this, 
is to assume the very point in dispute. That 
there are sins which cannot be immediately re- 
moved, may be admitted. If we know that any 
one has committed such, it would be impious to 
pray for their immediate removal. We are by 
no means, however, consequently forbidden to 
pray, that these sins may be wiped away at a fu- 
ture period. But the example of our great Inter- 
cessor is sufficient, of itself, completely to refute 
this objection. Just before his crucifixion, he 
said, < I pray, not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me.' Why did he not 
pray for the world ? We answer : because his 
first petition, was for his disciples, who had been 
given him, as the first fruits of his ministrations 
' — not for those Scribes and Pharisees who had 
committed < a sin unto death,' and to whom he 
h^ declared, * ye shall die in your sins.' But 
did he not afterwards pray for these desperate 
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sinners ? Certainly be did. He saidf ^ Father, 
forgive them ^ for they know not what they do.' 

OBJECTION m. 

*< < Between me and you,* [or between heaven 
and hell,] < there is a great gulf fixed : so that 
they which would pass from us to you, cannot ; 
neither can they pass to us, that would come from 
thence.* '* 

ANSWER. 

This gulf was not, perhaps, fordable, at the 
time to which our Lord alludes. Neither is * the 
tongue of the Egyptian «ea,' at this day. But we 
read, < I will hiss for them, and gather them ; for 
I liave redeemed them.' <And he shall pass 
through the sea with affliction, and shall smite 
the waves in the sea, and all the deeps in the 
river shall dry up/ Zech. x. 8 — 11. * And the 
Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyp- 
tian sea, and with his mighty wind shall he shake 
his hand over the river, and make men go over 
dryshodJ Isa. xi. 15. — Nor was < the middle 
wall of partition between us broken down' — nor 
was a way opened into the holiest of holies ;' 
till the Son of God expired, the earth was rentf 
the graves were opened, the dead arose ; till < he 
burst the bars of death,* ascended up on high, 
led captivity captive, the everlasting doors were 
opened, and gave < the king of glory to come in.' 
— f I am he that liveth and was dead ; and be 
hold, I am alive for ever more. Amen ; and have 
the keys of hell and of death.' Thus saith the 
Lord < in an acceptable time have I heard thee^ 
that thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth, 
to them that are in darkness, shew yourselves.' 
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* "^urn yc to the strong hold, ye prisoners of 

*^ope/ 

Surely this gulf is not impassable, to him \vho 

^as the sword of the Spirit, the rod of Moses, and 

the keys of death and hell. Does our Saviour 
bear the keys of death and hell in vain ? No. He 
unlocks the prison doors. How does he unlock 
xbem ? as a gaoler ? does he say to the prisoners, 
< Go in ?* No. He says to the prisoners, < Go 
fortli.' < The Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of water; and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes.* 

OBJECTION IV. 

«<The texts concerning the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, in particular, are a clear proof of 
endless punishment : < It shall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this world, neither in the world 
to come/ Matt. xii. 32/' 

• 

ANSWER. 

* Neither in this world, [or age,f] nor in. that 
which is to come.' The text intimates, that some 
sins were to be forgiven in the next age. The 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit could not, 
perhaps, be forgiven, before the next age after. 
But since we have already demonstrated, that our 
f Saviour prayed for the final and full pardon, of 
those very persons, who had either already com- 

* Since this was written, the author has for the first time been 
favoured with a perusal of Mr. Ballon's Sermons. Mr. Ballon 
Ifas proved, in a satisfactory manner, that the whole acGonnt of 
the cnlf, the rich man, and the begf^ar, was merely allegorical. 

t The original word, aion^ is properly rendered tmculum^ or 
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mitted this crime, or would commit it, before they 
could obtain tiiat pardon ; this most formidable 
objection, is of course most completely dissipated. 

OBJECTION V. 

<< The wo, denounced by Christ on Judas also 
seems to afford a demonstrative proof of endless 
punishment : * The Son of man goeth as it is 
written of him : but wo to that man by whom the 
Son of man is betrayed : it had been good for 
that man, if he had not been born/ Matt. xxvi« 

ANSWER. 

When the perfidious crime, the keen remorse, 
atid the fearful death of Judas, arose in prophetic 
Tiew, how natural for his compassionate Lordy 
who is able to sympathize with every human in- 
firmity, to lose sight, for a moment, of the ex- 
tended chain of human existence, while his be- 
clouded eye, let fall the swelling tear upon the 
woful scene ! 

Or, as though he had said, < Speaking as I my- 
self spake in proverbSf when I declared. It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a Bee- 
die, than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven — speaking thust I may well say. 
It had been good for that man, if he had not been 
born.* 

But let those who object, inform us why Job 
did not merely say of himself, < It had been good 
for that man, if he had not been born,' but cursed 
the day of his birth ? though he said, < I know 
that my Redeemer liveth ; * in my flesh shall I 
see God.' Let them tell, if they can, why Jere- 
miah did not only curse the day of his birth^ b^t 
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cursed the innocent man who brought tidings of 
bis birth ? Let them reconcile all these curses, 
-with the ideas of a holy prophet, a perfect and 
upright man, whose like there was not in all the 
earth. When they have done this, they may per- 
form the easy task, of reconciling the salvation 
of Judas, with the language of him, who declared, 
that hithei*to he had « spoken only in proverbs.** 

But we have not done with Judas yet. 

Judas had an absolute promise, that he should 
sit upon a throne, judging one of the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 

For when the Lord had told his disciples, that 
the salvation of the rich man, whom we have just 
mentioned, was impossible^ (that is, with man,) 
and afterwards informed them, that it was not tm- 
possible : < Then answered Peter, and said unto 
'iiim. Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed 
thee ; what shall we have, therefore ? And Jesus 
said unto them. Verily I say unto you. That ye 
which have followed me, in the regeneration,f 
when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his 
glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve throneSf judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of IsraeV Matt. xix. 27, 
28. This promise was made only to the twelve 
primitive apostles, of which Judas was one. 

For St. Luke, (xviii. 31.) after relating the 
promise, immediately adds, < Then took he unto 
him the twelve :' and St. Mark, fx. 32.) as soon 
as he had narrated the same event, and infornied 
us, also, that < many that are first shall be last, 
and the last first,' proceeds directly to say ; < they 
were in the way going up to Jerusalem : and 

* Like the rich man who could Dot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven { it must be confessed tliat Judas loved * the bag, and the 
things that were therein.' 

f Or the renovation of all things. 
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Jesus went before them ; and they were amazed, 
and as they followedy they were afraid. And be 
took again the twelve, and began to tell them what 
things should happen unto him. We have conse- 
quently the authority of St. Luke and of St 
Mark, for concluding, that when our Lord had 
said, < Te shall also sit upon twelve thrones/ he 
not only ^tlien took unto him the twelve,' but 
< took again the twelve.' These words certainly 
imply, that the twelve only were with him, when 
the promise of twelve thrones was made. 

Now, if any |>erson can prove, that eleven of 
the disciples of Christ, can sit upon twelve thronet, 
judging tlie twelve tribes of Israelf it may possibly 
be admitted, that Judas was excluded. One of 
the apostles, in this case, must sit upon two 
thrones. 

It was not their sacrifices to come, but their 
sacrifices already past^ which at this time en« 
grossed the disconsolate hearts of the disciples. 
This consideration deserves careful notice. < We 
have forsaken all, and followed thee. What shall 
we have therefore ?' Accordingly, their Lord, 
in reply to this interrogation, states no condition 
of reward, but one — their vast continuance with 
him in his temptations : and this one condition, 
(how culpable soever any of them might be,) they 
had actually 9 and, to all appearance, equally per- 
formed. « Ye arc they which have continued with 
me in my temptation : And 1 appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; 
that ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.* We have here, then, the condi- 
tion, and the sole condition, either expressed or 
implied. 
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It has been said, that our Lord here made a 
pFomise which he knew would be accomplishedy 
not to allf but to most of the twelve. We ask* 
therefore^ why to most of them ? why to my of 
them ? Let us see what will be gained, by thus 
explaining away the promises of Scripture. The 
two following texts will suffice for an experiment ; 
AS it is immaterialy whether it was a promise^ a 
declarationy or a command, if all to whom it was 
addressed, were not included. 

^ For the love cvf Christ constraineth us ; be- 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 
were Ul dead.' < Let your moderation be-knowtt 
to all men.' 

. Eocyla/nation. Fm* the love of Christ con* 
strainethus; because we thus judge, that if one 
died for oU, then ordy a part were dead, liet 
your moderation be known to no man. 

There is one more text, which we shall take the 
liberty of explaining in the same orthodox style t 
<The Son of mangoeth, as it was written of him : 
but wo unto that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed.' 

Eacplanation continued. Ilie Son of man goet!it 
as it was written of him : but perhaps* (or rather 
in the opinion of those who are no judges,) there 
may be wo to that man by whom the Son of nkan 
is betrayed. 

To proceed-i— why did our Lord say, ^ ye shall 
sit upon twelve thrones i could it have escaped 
his notice^ that eleven thrones were enough for 
eleDen apostles ! Why did he not say, ^ ye shall 
sit upon thrones, judging the tribes of Israel ?' 

It has been supposed, by those who are more 
fond of guessing than of searching, that our Lord 
did not in fact address Jv4uSf but the absent MaU 
6 
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tliias ; who was not one of the twelve, but ordain- 
ed by the eleven, after the death of Judas, to fill 
up (in their imagination) the breach thus occa- 
sioned. ' Who then can tell, whether amM pari ot 
ibis discourse was addressed to the apostles i the 
whole of it, for ought we know, was addressed 
only to angds oj the invisible world, those oiher 
absentees, some of whom, if they haA not left 
wives, or children, had undoubtedly ministered 
to our Saviour in his temptations — which is much 
more than we know of Matthias*, |f the absent 
can be addressed in this manner, while those pre- 
aent are ex6ludcSd y if may also.be aJBrmed, that 
Jesus Christ, when he said, ' Verily I say unto 
'tliee, to-day shalt thou be with me in Pandise,* 
did not mean, < to-day, thou thief,* but < to-day, 
thou absent Judas Iscariot, thou snalt be with me 
in Paradise.' 

Besides — ^the eleven apostles were- commanded 
to tarry at Jerusalem', till they should be endued 
with power from on high. Till this event, they 
bad not power to preach. Tet while they tarried 
there, before they were endued with that power, 
thsy ordained Matthias. But how could those 
who had not power, even to preach, have power 
to ordain i Much more, to ordain an apostle ? It 
will be 'recollected, that the proposal for this or- 
dination came from Peter ; who on this occasion 
qiiHtefl, Scriptures, which he applied to Judas: 
- bilt ^e* cannot discover, that those Scriptures have 
aiij sji^lal reference to him. . That Simon Peter, 
. iBvhose. recent conduct had been signalized by pre- 
^Sfeii^ption, should in this instance have returned 
w bilr 'M errors — ought not to syrprise those, 
who are acquainted with the absurdities into 
-which he fell, even subsequent to the gift of the 
Holy Spirit-*absurdities so gross^ that Paul says 
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in his EpistleSf < I withstood him to the face ; for 
he was to be blamed/ And perhaps, (speakinjs: 
after the manner of man^) this observation of 
Pauly might furnish. Peter with one occasion for 
sayingy afterwards, .that in brother Paul's Epis- 
tles <are $ame things hard to he wnderstoodJ* 
Nor does'it appear, that the ordination of Mat- 
thias ever received the divine sanction, or that 
his ministry was attended with any remarkable 
success. 

It can by no means be allowed, that Paul sup- 
plied the place of Judas. Paul was not properly 
an apostle of the Jews, but of the Gentiles. The 
first twelve were the apostles of Israel. His em- 
pire cannot be supposed to extend beyond the 
Gtentile world. 

We have drawn no inference from the repent- 
ance of Judas : though the Bible tells us plainly, 
that he repented, and went and hanged himself. 
If really insincere, a few thousand years of fath- 
erly correction, may be quite sufficient to accom- 
plish his reformation. 

OBJECTION VI. 

^'The damned cannot obtain gospel sal%'ation. 
For your hypothesis « precludes all pf>ssibility of 
the forgiveness of the damned.' But the New 
Testament every where represents that those who 
are saved, are saved in a way of forgiveness. 
< The penalty of the law' cannot be a tem|)orary 
punishment of longer duration than that which 
tl««^ Scriptures abundantly declare the damned 



* Far he M froiiiiA to treat the apoBtles with disreippct Even 
Jadas shall not have that to lay to our cbarf^. We cordially ad- 
nit, that before 'they penned those Scriptures which bear their 
names, they had been soAeieatly enligbteoed. 
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shall siiSery because no such punishment is threat- 
ened in the law, or in any part of the Scrip- 
tures.'^* 

ANSWER. 

Can you indeed prove that the Scriptures no 
where threaten the condemned with punishments 
less than their dements ? Then you can prove 
what is nothing to the purpose. For you must 
prove their punishments to be equal to their de- 
merits. 

The righteous and the wicked will be reward- 
ed, we are told, < according to their worksJ The 
Bible employs no expression more definite than 
this, to denote the proportion between this rewan^ 
and the merit of the works. But surely the woi^s 
of the righteous do not merit the deUgbts of Para- 
dise. For they are commanded, when they ^ have, 
done all/ to < say. We are unprofitable servants f 
we have done no more than it was our duty to 
do/ * All have sinned/ says the apostle of the 
\Gentiles, < and come short of the glory of God.* 
f Where, then,' he exclaims, < is boasting !* < It 
is excluded.' * For by grace are ye saved' — < not 
of works, lest any man should boast.' Yet the. 
righteous, notwithstanding their great unworthi- 
ness, have the promise of joys which < eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive.' We perceive, 
therefore, that a man may be rewarded < accord'- 
ing to his t&or/rs,' and yet receive much more than 
he is entitled to by his merits. 



* It is assumed, in this objection, that the threateoings of the 
Scriptures extend to the etemal world. We.meet 0]ir«ita|^iiist& 
upon their own grounds 
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For the very same reason, therefore, that the 
reward of the righteous will be greattr than they 
deserve ; we conrhide that the punishment of the 
condemned will be ^s^ than they deserve. 

Since, then, there is no evidence, that those 
who are called the damned, will receive the full 
desert of their works, but rather to the contrary, 
we deny that there is any foundation for this ob- 
jection. 

Prove that the works of the righteous merit 
heavenly bliss : and then will we shew you, by 
other arguments, how the condemned may neffr- 
theless obtain gospel salvation. 

Certainly, the good man, whose heaven-illu- 
mined eye, reflects the beams of divine love, on 
the blemishes of his friends, is no less indulgent 
to his enemies. What, then, must be the expres- 
sion of that Eye, which dwells < in light unap- 
proachable, and full of glory?' beaming, from 
age to age, a flood of joy throughout immensity? 
compared with which, its brightest image is but 
the eye of the basilisk, whose most propitious ray 
darts instant death ? 

OBJECTION vn. 

*< At the end of the world, « there will be a fix- 
ed, unalterable state : and after that, there can 
lie no passing from hell to heaven.' ^And he 
saith unto me,^ Seal not the sayings of this book : 
for the time isa^ hand. He that is unjust, let 
him be unjust still : and he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy still : and he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous still : and he that is holy, let 
him be holy still. And behold I come quickly; 
and my reward . is with me to give to every man 
according as his work shall be.' Rev. xxii. 10—* 
6* 
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12. The latt words determine the text to refer 
to the ^neral judgment : for a period ages of 
ages after the general judgment^ cannot be said 
to come quickly, and to be at handJ* 

ANSWER. 

First. We shall here admit, with our oppo- 
nentsy that the words, <he that is filthy, let 
him be filthy still, and he which is unjust, let 
him be unjust still,' refer to what they call the 
general judgment. But 

Secondly. It is affirmed, in the present objec- 
tion, that they who are filthy, and unjust, at the 
general judgment, will remain unalterably, and - 
lor ever, in that state. To refute this opinion^ 
we shall first present the reader with a few ex* 
tracts from the prophet Hosea. 

< Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in 
me is thine Ae^.' <Ephraim is joined unto hiB 
idols : let him aloneJ * I will be unto Ephrain^ 
as a Hon : I will tear and go away, and none 
shall rescue him.' < Ephraim provoked hhn ta 
anger most bitterly : therefore shall his blood be 
upon him : and his reproach shall his Lord re- 
turn unto him.' * How shall I gi%'e thee up, 
Ephraim?' •! will nof execute the fierceness of 
mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim ; 
for I am God^ and not man ; the holy One in the 
midst of thee/ < Ephraim shall say^ What have 
I more to do with idols ?^ 

Thirdly. We may here notice a regular gra- 
datioub between the filthy^ the unjust, the rights 
eous, and the holy. To show that this gradation 
is not merely fanciful, the Jewish Doctors might 
be quoted : but the authority of St^ Paul ia suffi- 
cient. < For scarcely,' says he, * for 9l righteous 
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man will one die ; yet peradventure for a good 
man* some would even dare to die.' Rom. v. 7. 
The ygood man is not merely righteouSf not merely 
free from sin^ he has positive goodness^ he is holy. 
We expert to < go from strenj^Ii to stren^h* from 
glory to glory, till the perfect day.^ But, our 
liord having said, * The time is at hand,' how 
righteous soever you, our opponents, may be, 
your scheme precludes all possibility of holiness, 
unless you attain it quickly. For since you af- 
firm, that the day of judgment will introduce < a 
fixed, unalterable state' — should you be number- 
ed among those of whom the Lord will say, < he 
that is righteous, let him be righteous still' — cer- 
tainly, you must forever despair of any thing su- 
perior to mere barren, negative, unprofitable 
goodness. 

Lastly. Our opponents inform us, that ^ a pe- 
riod ages of ages after the general judgment, can- 
not be said to come quickly, and be at hand.' A 
concession and discovery so new and important, 
especially from the righteous^ is invaluable. For 
we affirm, by the same rule, that the termination 
of our Saviour's kingdom could not be said * to be 
at handf^ when he declared to St. John, < behold 
I come quickly.* For not one hundred yegrs be- 
fore our Lord said this, the angel Gabriel had 
announced, that Christ should < reign over the 
house of Jacob for ercr,' and that < of his king- 
dom' there should •be wo endt* Consequently, 
Jesus Christ will not deliver up his kingdom at. 
the time which he said would come quickly^ and 
which he affirmed to be at hand. On the contra- 
ry, it is plain that our Saviour's kingdom must 
endure for ages after this event. 

But we have the testimony of Paul, as we have 
already seen> to prove^ that Christ will deliver up 
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the kingdom, when he has destroyed the last ene- 
my. Death. Our opponents must also unavoida- 
bly admit, (unless tliey abandon their own prin- 
ciples,) that after the day of judgment nothing 
can remain that the Scriptures call Death, but 
the sin and misery of the condemned. Since, 
tlierefure, Death will not he destroyed for ages 
after the day of judgment, and yet the only Death 
that can remain after that day, is the sin and 
misery of the condemned ; the conclusion is inevi- 
table, that all guilt and pain will expire with this 
last Enemy. Once more, therefore, we inquire, 
how there can be < a fixed, unalterable state,' till 
the full arrival of that period, when * shall come 
to pass that triumphant saying, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory !' 

< 1 will ransom them from the power of the 
grave : I will redeem them from Death : O 
Death, I will be thy plagues : O Grave, I will 
be thy destruction.' 

Behold the full, the glorious, the unavoidable 
result ! The last, tremendous Foe, shall feel the 
mortal wound ; the arrow of the Lord of life shall 
drink up his spirit ; Sin will expire ; Pain be 
found no more ; every tear, be wiped from every 
eye ; and Death himself, be swallowed up, in the 
glorious conquest, of immortal life, and universal 
joy. < Then shall come to pass that triumphant 
saying. Death is swallowed up in victory !' • O 
Grave ! where is thy victory ! Death ! where 
is thy sting !' 



HYMN. 



[bt the avthoe.] 

1 

High o'er the heav'o of heav'os, I saw (and trembled,) 
O God of gods ! thy robes of lacred splendour ; 
Thaoders cberobic sboutiog, * Holy ! holy ! 

Lord God Almighty !" 

2 
Drop down, ye heav'ns ! and poar a flood of glory ; 
Ye shades of death, the dawn of life approaches ; 
Mortals shall learn the music of thy thunders. 

Infinite Goodness I 

S 
Rise from the dost, array'd in godlike beanty, 
O Solyma !* immortal jo3rs await thee ; 
See thy whole race, from heav'n, earth, floods, assembling, 

Crown'd with SaWation. 

4 
Nations unborn shall throng thy flaming portals ; 
And midnight silence hear the lofty chorus. 
Hailing the Morn, that lifts her smiling eyelids. 

No more to slumberi^ 

5 
Shout, ye loud winds! the universal triumph $ 
Siag to the world, ' Thy God ! thy God 1 descendetb, 
Rears his high hand, and swears, ' I live for ever. 

Live, thy Redeemer.' * 

* Jemsglen., 
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